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actively engaged abroad in their successful mission
of combining the representatives of international
civilisation in a powerful expression of opinion in
favour of this little country. Finland strained her
powers defiantly in expectation of great events, the
issue of which no one could foresee.

In the " Song of the Athenians " Sibelius gave
his  people  the  war-song it   required,   with   an
aggressive steely tone not heard in former patriotic
songs.    The " Song of the Athenians " admitted
without restriction the political interpretation that
people were inclined to give the first symphony both
then and later.   And it is the political background
that explains the burning enthusiasm that Sibelius
aroused when, in the " Song of the Athenians/' he
made  the   metallic  sound  of  the  boys'   voices
proclaim the readiness of a whole nation to fight
and die for its liberty.   A member of the audience
at the memorable concert on the 26th April, 1899,
assures us that no composition .of Sibelius carried
away the audience to such a degree at its first
performance as the stirring music to Rydberg's
classic verses.   At one blow Sibelius had stepped
into a leading position in Finland's political front
in virtue of his ability to interpret in music the
thought and purposes that could not be expressed
freely in words during the years of oppression.    His
place in the consciousness of his people, established
by his musical interpretation of forms and moods
of its mythical and historical past, was given an
increased and fuller purport by his placing his gifts
at the service of contemporary problems.